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e ISLAMIC MOVEMENTS S

Havias’ MILITARY OPERATIONS:
RESISTANCE OR TERRORISM?

Khaled al-Hroub

the military option into its strategic policy in 1991. With the steelld}-‘
rise in Israeli crackdowns, armed conflict became a focal point.
Hamas” military wing, the lzzeddin al-Qassam, carried out attacks on l§raeli
military options, while younger, less organized Hamas S}fmpatbllzers
embarked on the much publicized attacks on buses. Adopting a military
recourse gained Hamas a greater popular following on one hand, and gar-
nered the movement's political legitimacy among Palestinians on the other.
In addition, Hamas' strengthened position placed it on par with the new
Talestinian Authority, established in the Gaza Strip and Jericho during 1994,
Hamias took up the banmer it felt the PLO had abandoned, ie., aTmEfi
struggle against Israeli occupation. Hamas' charter states: “No solution is
possible for the Palestinian question except through jihad. As for peace
initiatives and international conferences, they are merely a waste of
time.... When the enemy usurps a part of the Muslims’ land, then jr’hac{
becomes an individual obligation, and, as such, hoisting the banner of
jihad is a must in confronting the Israeli usurpation of Palestine.™ -
Hamas views political activity as complementary to the military
option. Hamas defines the relationship between military action and
political activities indirectly: “Political activities, as we conceive ther,
are one aspect of filad against the Zionist ency; and they help strength-
en our people’s fiftad and perseverance in confronting the Zionist occupa-
tion, mobilizing the potentials of our people and Ummzh to support our

The Palestinian Islamic Resistance Movement, Hamas, incorporated

Khaled al-Hroukb is the direcker of the Palestiian Retizm Center (FRC) in Londan.
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cause.”? Thus military struggle is “a firmly established strategy, while
the tools and Hming are variables” to Hamas.?

Hamas is not the only Islamic mavemnent to have adopted armed
resistance. Prior to Hamas' inception in 1987, various Isiamic groups
with some connection to the Muslim Brotherhood were formed. In addi-
tion, Fathi Shigaqgi and Abdelaziz Audeh formed the lslamic Jihad in
1980. The military Brotherhood activists kept a low profile between 1984
and 1987 to avoid associating themselves with the movement’s main
body. The move heiped avoid endangering the movement’s public care
institutions.* Yet when the intifada (uprising) broke out in December
1987, activists took the fead.

Both secuiar and lslamist activists discouraged the use of arms dur-
ing the intifada’s first three years, opting instead for demonstrations,
stone throwing, and burning tires. These tactical methods proved suc-
cessful, encouraging Palestinians to challenge the Israelis in droves. Yet
as the intifade began o wane, other groups and organizations escalated
their military operations, including Hamas.®

The Qassam Battalions were fully operational by 1992, They carried
out a series of military campaigns, including the kidnapping and execu-
tion of an Israeli border guard, Nasim Tolidano in December 1992, Their
military activities intensified throughout 1993 and 1994, Qassam opera-
tives carried out numerous suicide attacks within Israeli boundaries.
Targets included transportation vehicles for Israeli soldiers and settlers.
Plercing attacks followed the February 1994 murder of over twenty wor-
shippers in the al-lbrahimi mosque in Hebron. After a lul! in such cam-
paigns, suicide operations resumed in early 1936 as a result of severe
Palestinian Authority and Israeli crackdowns on Islamic groups.

The harsh measures the Palestinian Authority undertook against
Hamas bore ominous signs of internecine conflict. After ratifying the
Oslo Agreement in October 1993, and the subsequent establishment of
the Palestinian Authority, Hamas faced a crisis, The Oslo Agreement
commits the Palestinian Authorily to prevent any atiacks or military
operations against Israeli targets launched from territories under its con-
trol. Since the brunt of Qassam action stems from Gaza, the relationship
between Hamas and the PLO became heavily strained. Hamas was con-
fronted with two difficult choices: either continue military operations
against Israeli targets and risk bloody clashes with the Palestinian
Authority, or freeze armed activity and avoid a civil war—at the expense
of its hard-won respect and poelitical legitimacy among Palestinians.

The movement also faced challenges caused by condemmnation on the
international front. Most of Hamas’ military operations were labeled acts
of terrorism, particularly by the American government. This adverscly
affected Harnas in the region. Some countries shied away from Hamas to
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avoid American condemnation. Others condemmned Hamas activities
uneqguivocally

Hamas Milikary Policies

Hamas' numerous public declarations, in addition to the leaderships’
statements, shed light on the movement's military goals. For example,
the movement limits military action to the Occupied Territories, and has
pledged not to hit [srael targets abroad. The move isa sltr_ate:-gic atternpt
to avoid the PLO's previous experience, as well as to minimize labels of
terrorism. _ .

Despite the publicity created by recent suicide bombings en F.Ubhc
Israeli buses, Hamas had long held a commitment to directqmlhtary
operations only against legitimate military targets, not civilians.” Attacks
on civilian targets are recent manifestations of the group’s n‘u}ﬂary out-
look. According to Hamas, such attacks are moerely retrllbutmn for an
increasing number of civilian deaths among Palestinians at Isrlaell
hands.® Hamas then proposed a truce with Israel where both sides
would agree to avoid targeling civilians.? Moreover, Hamas has issued
communiqués regretting the loss of civilian life." Nevertheless, Hamas
considers settlers in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip legitimate military
targets, thus making their proposal untenable to the Israelis. .

Hamas' recent targeting of civilians is a significant departure from its
soldiers-only policy-—a policy that had proven successful. For example,
Shlomo Gazit, former head of Israeli military intelligence, stated:

We have recently faced operations that translate
[Hamas'} policy regarding limiting their operations to
soldiers and security personnel. This change in direction
can lead to two things. First, it deprives us from the
moral justification that the violence [against]
Palestinians, which targets innocent civilians, children,
women, and old pecple, is inhuman. On the internation_—
al media level, no one can deny the right of people suf-
fering from military occupation for forky-five years to
revoli against and fight the occupying soldiers. Second,
the success of the military operations is dealing a severe
blow to Israeli army’s pride, its invincible image, and its
deterrent might, If these operations continue, no doubt
they will increase the courage and daring of viqlzslslsnt
groups; and they may also mativate other Palestinian
youths to join the ranks of these groups.!

Adiadle East Affairs Jouriml
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Although Hamas drew international condemnation for its attacks on
Lsraeli buses, the group shored up their populatity among Palestindans as
each attack followed Israeli killings of their countrymen. For example,
Hamas carried out a military operation after a massacre in Qara springs
where Israelis killed approximately twenty Palestinians. Recently, the
series of explosions that followed Palestinian elections were in retaliation
to Fsrael’s execution of Yahya Ayyash, the (Qassam Batlalion's functional
head. In this manner, Hamas benefited from an atmosphere of popular
bitterness over continued Israeli aggression despite the peace accords. A
further boon to Hamas' position in Palestinian eyes is the group’s
demand that political prisoners be released.’? Nevertheless, Hamas' con-
tinued action against Israel placed it in direct conflict with the
Palestinian Authority's interests.

As Hamas relationships with the Palestinian Authority deteriorated,
particularly during 1995, signs of an imminent ¢ivil war became more
apparent. Moreover, as Israel closed off its borders for lengthy periods,
the Palestinian economy was hit hard as many labarers were cut off from
their jobs. Palestinians began to question the wisdom of escalating mili-
tary activities. As a result, Hamas has suspended military activities in the
areas under the Palestinian Authoriby's jurisdiction; and the group is
reevalualing its overall military strategy.®

Hamas continues to defend its right to military resistance. The group
has also contacted officials in the United States explaining its position.
Thus, the movement is keeping its options open. As a result of pressure
within, as well as international condemnation, Hamas may well halt all
its military activitics. Yet Hamas must still contend with the possibility
of losing popular support, due primarily to Israel’s harsh collective pun-
ishment measures, Israel has been unable to incapacitate Hamas by
attacking the group directly; yet it has been able to indirectly hurt the
movement by crippling the economy. Hamas has survived repeated
Israeli crackdowns in the past; its current crisis may be the most chal-

lenging yet.

Y Charter of the Islamic Resistance Movemens (Hamas} of Prrlesting, 1988, 13-16.

* Identification Memo, printed in December 1953.

® Filistin al-Muslimall, interview with Musa Abu Marzug, june 1554,

1 Yousef, Ahmed. Fanmurs: Passing Phase or Permument Option? [Artabic] Chicago:
International Center for Studies and Research, 1950,

¥ Prior to the fitifada, military operations were carried out under different names
such as “Palestine Mujakidin.” Sometimes ne one claimed responsibitity. Sec
Ghassan De'ar in Filistin al-Muslimah, 1993. These operations deviated from the
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intffada’s unarmed resistance methods, and were insignificant. Howewver, twao
such aperations were effective in challenging the Israeli secarity forces: the kid-
napping of Afi Sasioritz, an Istaeli soldier, in February 1989 and the kidnapping
af another soldier, llan Sa*done, three months later. Hamas claimed responsibili-
ty for both operations and executed both soldiers.

8 Dwvert as well as ambiguous condemnation of Hamas’ military operations by
Arab and Islamic countries gradually escalated. Since late 1954, the words of con-
demnation gres in severiky until reaching a ciimax in January 1996 following a
series of Hamas bus bombings. Most Middie Eastern nations, with the exception
- of Syria, Lebancn, and Iran, condemned the operations to varying degrees.

7 As an example, Teview the military declaration issued by Hamas® Political
Bureau in April 1994,

3 Tbid.

% Communique entitled “Milikary Declaration Issued by the Martyr lzzeddin al-
CQassam Battalions / Palestinian Civilian Defense Unit, 17 May 1994,

¥ Hamas Political Bureau Communique, 12 March 1996

I Yedi'ot Ahranot, 12 August 1993,

B As an example, review Sufyan Abu Zayid's statement, one of Fatah's promi-
nent figures in the Gaza Strip, to [sraeli Radio on 12 September 1584, comment-
ing on Hamas' kidnap of an Israeli soldier: “The Palestinian street is suppotting
the kidnappers’ demands; the release of the 5,000 prisoners.”

B A collection of announcements by prominent figures in Hamas lead to this
trend, the last of which was made by Ghazi Hamad in Gaza after the Palestinian
elections: “The majority in Hamas support the temporary cessation of military
operations.” Al-Hayak, 31 January 199%6.

~ Riding the torm:
Hamas' Bid io Lead he Palestinian People

Dr. Ali Jarhawi

published by
UNITED ASSOCIATION FOR STUBIES AND RESEARCH
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AHMED YASSIN: A LEADER IN LIMBO

Ahmad Rashad

While some embrace it, others begrudgingly accept it; and still oth-
ers vehemently oppose it. Yet to all, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin embod-
ies the loose ends—those elements that the peace accord ignored or dealt
with iniquitously. He is a refugee and a jailed ideologue. His agenda is
that of Islamic sociceconomic development. He has preached the sanctity
of Jerusalem. Isracli settlements are a constant part of his discourse. And
he is paralyzed in all but speech and sight. Thus, irrespective of his reli-
gious views, Yassin strikes an emotive chord among Palestinians.
Yassin, a member of the Muslim Brotherhood, was a key player in
the creation of Hamas, the Palestinian Islamic Resistance Movement. A
moderate [slamist, he envisions the establishment of an independent
Palestinian nation governed by an Islamic constitution. He is opposcd to
vilifying Judaism; yet he is also adamantly defiant of sraeli authority.
While he does not rule out a truce with Israel, he does not recognize it as
an independent nation. This contumacy ultimately led to his lengthy
incarceration beginning in 1989. Although une of many political prison-
ers, Yassin's lifelong devetion to his beliefs, both social and political, has
made his a household name among fellow countrymen.

The turbulent path to peace has left many Palestinians disillusioned.

The Early Years

Ahmed Yassin was born in 1938, His father died shortly thereafter.
Following the 1948 Arab-Israeli war, his family joined thousands of

Ahmad Rashad, author of Hamas: Palestindnr Folitics with aee fsdamic Fe, is a Research
Associate at the United AssodaHoen for Studies and Research.

(103]
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refugees in Gaza's camps. Yassin spent much of his early life amid the
squalor of the Shati camp which lay on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea.

Both schools and educators were sparse during those years. Yassin
was an exemplary pupil; and, as such, functioned as an assistant teacher
as well as a student until completing high school in 1958." Relying on
students for assistance was not URCOMIMON; yet Yassin's contributions
were remarkable considering his faltering health.

During the summer of 1952, Yassin suffered a near fatal accident that
altered his life. He and his classmates used to dive into the ocean from
clevated rocks. On one such occasion, Yassin dove into a shallow part of
the sea, receiving severe damage to the spinal column which resulted in
partial paralysis. The condition continued to worsen until he eventually
became quadriplegic. Once a fun-loving extrovert, Yassin focused his
atientions completely on his education and religious studies.

Yassin could not attend university due to a lack of funds and his bad
health. Instead, he decided to become a teacher. Partisan politics kept
him out of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency’s schools.
Nationalists administered UNRWA's educational facilities; and Yassin's
religious leanings were not welcome, The only alternative was a govern-
ment school.? The Egyptian authorities may well have rejected Yassin's
application; yet the Education Administrator's son was an invalid. He
admired Yassin for pursuing a career despite his disabilities and granted
his petition.

Yassin married during the early 1960s. His first bvo children died,
but the couple eventually bore several boys and girls, Having established
both a career and a family, Yassin gave more attention 1o local communi-

ty needs. Israel’s occupation of the West Bark, East Jerusalem and the
Gaza Strip in 1967 not enly reinforced his social commitment, it drove

him further into the realm of politics,

The Roots of Revolution

Yassin did not, at first, advocate a revolution against Israeli occupation.
In line with his affiliation to the Muslim Brotherhood, he initially sought
fhe economic and moral reformation of society. His involvement with
the Brethren began during his childhood.

The Muslim Brotherhood, an Islamic reform movement established
in Egypt during 1928, set up a Falestinian chapter in Jerusalem on
October 26, 1945.5 Following its inception, the group adhered rigorously
to its main goal of advancing Islamic social responsibility and self-
reliance. The Brotherhood spent most of its resources on charitics, wouth
clubs, and Islamic schools. As a child, Yassin was among those who took
advantage of the Brethren's activitics. Asan adult, he expanded them.

Yassin was an integral part of consolidating the Brotherhood’s oper-

Middle East Affairs Juurnal 05
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ations. The movement was highly decentralized during the 1950s and
1960s since Jordan administered the West Bank and Egypt was in control
O.f the Gaza Strip. This changed, however, after the 1967 Arab-Isracli war
Since Islrael now controlled all the territories, the Palestinian Brethren;
find their Jordanian counterparts actioned an organizational restructur-
ing ﬂ'h;it made Jordan the policy-making center of both groups during the
1970s.% In order to manage the Palestinian Brotherhood’s daily activities
however, Yassin established al-Migjanuma’ al-Iskami (the Islamic Center) in
Faig;a};e. sezsd ;s its secretary-general until 1984. The Center eventual-
: coordi - o Ny
131: « Brgt;[l:rh{}[}td -g activities of all organizations administered by the
. ":’alssin worked hard to solidify the network’s social base. Although
his activities were initially limited to Gaza, he became known through-
out the territories. Yassin visited most mosques on a regﬁ]ar basis, givin
lectures and collecting donations for the needy. He also esl"ablis]ited th%
gmundwork for educational facilities within the mosque network, cater-
ing to men, women and children. J
Yassinfs teaching responsibilities limited his ability to achieve his
goals. 5o his forced retirement by the Israeli authorities in the early 1980s
came at an opportune moment. Capitalizing on the extra time “Yassin
expanded his achivities. He began visiting politically active Palésiinians
within the 1948 borders in Israel.f He alsa established a scholarship pro-
E;ag’u, fendllng numerr;:-js students to universities abroad. They returned
octors, lawyers and engineer: sigrifi ins i i
Feepective et }{:;. ngineers, and made significant gains in their
Overall, however, many Palestinians remained uncertai
Brotherhood. On the one hand, it provided much needed Cs{;r:l?e:inwﬂfg;z
programs, distributed zakat (alms} donations, contributed to the adminis-
tration of awgaf (religious endowments), ran youth clubs, sponsored
schoﬂls,lalnd provided cornmunity health care. Yet, on the :.}ther it did
not participate in the armed struggle against Israel, which peakedJ in the
early ljii?{}s; it clashed with the natipnalists: and the Israclis, for the most
part, did not interfere with their work. Palestine Liberation J‘Drganizali:}n
EFL_D} !ﬂ}falists insisted that the Brotherhood was cooperating with the
Zionist enkty.” In fact, the movement fost quite a few members to
Fateh, the PLO's most powerful faction, during the 1960s and early 1970s
due to its perceived pacifism.” ’
A%thﬂugh the Brotherhood's policy of patience and limited involve-
ment in politics had served its purpose, Yassin and his colleagues real-
ized that active political involvernent would soon be necessary (although
the group’s leadership had not planned on it coming as soon gas
Decemb?r 1987 when the intifads, or uprising, broke out). The group’s
leadership began priming a political wing, atbeit a vague one, for SD]]'::‘lE
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time prior to the uprising.

Yassin's contributions, however, were limited. On july 15, 1984, he

was arrested on charges of sedition and sentewced to 13 years in prison.
Having served almost eleven months of his term, Yassin was released in
a prisoner exchange program on May 20, 1985. Undeterred by the experi-
ence, the quadriplegic sheikh convened a number of meetings with
Brethren leaders; and they decided during 1983/86 to implement a poli-
cy of resistance via civil disturbance. The Brotherhood began issuing
leaflets to this effect under several names, such as Harakat al-Kifoh al-
Musaltah (Armed Struggle Movement), al-Murabitoon ‘ale Ard al-fsra” {The
Steadfast on the Land of al-isra’), and Harskat al-Mugawama al-Islastiyya
(Tslamic Resistance Movement, IRbM).?

The communigqués were concerned primarily with corruption and
immorality; but they became more politicized as tensions escalated in the
territories. The IRM distributed leaflets during 1987 warning Palestinians
against the tactics employed by the Shin Bet, Israel's secret service, of
using intimidation, drugs, blackmail, and sexual coercion to induce
young Palestinians to collaborate against activists.” The Islamists
refrained from organizing confrontations with Isracli soldiers; yet the
advent of the December 1987 uprising changed the status quo.

Hamas

The Islamic Resistance Movement issued three communiqués during the
first weeks of the uprising: the first on December 14 calling for an escala-
tion of resistance; the second in the final week of that month calling for
the same, as well as chastising Arab governments for their silence; and
the third {the first time the movement referred to events as al-Intifada al-
Mubgraka {the Blessed Uprising)} recounting Israeli atrocities and prais-
ing the popular unrest.” These were the first such documents pressing
the population to confront the Israelis.

As grass-roots activists organized demonstrations, seven leading
members of the Brotherhood began developing a strategy for dealing
with the situation. These were Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, Dr. "Abdel Aziz
Rantisi, Ir. Ibrahim al-Yazuri, Sheikh Salih Shihada, ‘Isa al-Nashar,
Muhammad Shama’a, and “Abd al-Fattah Dukhan.*> They opled for a
separate political wing—Hamas—Iloosely connected with the Muslim
Brotherhood. “Hamas” began appearing on [RM communiqués in
January 1988. On February 11, a leailet was issued identifying Hamas as
the Brethren’s arm of strength (al-saa'id al-gateiy). This was the first pubtic
statement of affiliation with the mother prganization.

Declaring the link was imperative for the Brotherhood to restore its
image before a public that had questioned the movement’s commitment
to liberating Palestine. Ali al-Jarbawi, 2 prominent political scientist at

arresk, Yassin was al-Mas'ud gi- Am {Director-
He “assigned Shaykh Jamil Hamami,
Bank...to establish with his eollea
Hamami thus became the liaison by
one hand and the

Brotherhood command in Jordan on the other 15

rows heavily from the movement. For exam
of “families” and branches, answ
Hamas members, however, ar
fqur general categories in which they fal
gious leaders), professionals, and activis

identifying zealots from paverty-stricken areas that lead the movement

AMiddle Erst Afairs fournal

Bir Zeit IUnivcrsi"ry, writes: “Establishing Hamas as a movement resisting
c;cchaE1on, and nvolving its adherents in the intifada’s civil disturbances
; re;t; ¥ ;nd ;ffectnfely, was the most important step taken by the Muslim
£rnood movement in its drive to achieve political legit] * withi
Pt o po legitimacy within

The Brotherhood’s strategy was to create a decentralized yet hierar-

ch]ca_ai system of operations,' Hamas is compoesed of administrative
charitable, political, and military elements, all of which have subdivi.
sions. The administrative wing coordinates the movement’s actions
Charll?’ work is conducted in cooperation with other Islamic centers Svm-l
patlhet_ac to Hamas. The political activity that takes place within the terri-
tongs ts contined to Hamas sympathizers participating in union and uni-
versity elections. Externally, Hamas has information and paolitical offices
In a number of neighboring states. The “military” wing, known as th
lzzedin Qassam Brigades, is responsible for combating thé oocupation )
Hamnas established cells and command centers regionally; but lilev

are bound by the orqlers of a secretive, central authority, According o
Boaz Ganor, an Israeli intelligence analyst, ]

Hamas..is run along hierarchical regional lines: the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip are divided into a number of
sectors, each sector comprising a number of secondary
regions. The movement's various sections, it seems
MAINtaln representatives on the regional level as well {in:
thelsecc-ndar}f regions}. These representatives report to
regional and sector supervisors, the latter of whom are
directly responsible to the heads of their scctioms, M

Yassin, in consultation with the six ather

s founding members, man-
aged the complexities of administering Hamas i 108

" affairs. Prior to his 1989
Ceneral} of the movement,
a Brotherhood activist in the West
gues a branch for Hamas there.
tween the leadership in Gaza on the
Hamas command in the West Bank and the

Given that all the founders were Brethren, Hamas' structure bor-

ple, each region is comprised
era-bie te an administrative center.
¢ not singular in perspective. There are
I—intelligentsia, sheikhs (reli-
ts. Contrary to media reports
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“among [its leaders] are intellectuals, bourgevisie and educated people
far from the bottorn rungs of the social ladder.”*

At the intifada’s outset, the shefkhs were in charge of directing Hamas
and formulating its policy, which accounts for the fiery statements and
documents inundated with religious references {this is most evident in
Hamas' charter in which virtually every paragraph ends with a Qur’anic
verse). As the uprising progressed, however, and the organization
accrued experience and maturity, the intellectuals held greater sway
with the blessings of Yassin and other leaders.

In identifying the various phases of Hamas’ development, Jean-
Frangois Legrain notes: “Whereas the Islamic Resistance Movemnent dis-
plays great ideological continuity, several periods can be distinguished,
corresponding to clearly differentiated political practices, and leading to
serious questions as to whether the authors of its very first tracts were
the same as those of its later ones.”” Since Hamas leaders were develop-
ing a political rather than social movement, they opened the door for
non-Brotherhood [slamists to enter the movement. Although Yassin was
a key player in forming strategic decisions, his role increasingly became
that of a spiritual advisor, particularly following his 1989 incarceration.

Yassin was among the first leading moderates in Hamas jailed by
Israel; but not the last.'® [srael's arm has also reached across the Atlantic,
encouraging America’s incarceration of Musa Abu Marzug, chief of
Hamas’ political wing and a key component of (he movement's pragmat-
ic elements. Although Israel assumed such moves would hamper, or
possibly end, Hamas activities, the opposite has oceurred. Israel has
altered the political rather than military direction Harnas was moving in.
Previously, leaders such as Yassin and Marzuq held some sway over the
group’s highly unregimented military arm, the lzzedin (Qassam Brigades.

The Qassam Brigades are divided into independent cells of five to
ten combatants. The total number of hard core fighters is estimated at
around 1M}, although many more sympathizers claim to be part of these
cells. Following repeated Israeli crackdowns, these ceolls distanced them-

selves from the political leadership. They give Hamas their allegiance
and are bound to its general long-term goals; yet do not report their
plans or activities to the political hierarchy, thus aveiding detection by
Israeli and Palestinian Authority security services.

While Yassin and Abu Marzuq were free, the military cells honered
their calls for limited armed activity. Upon their incarceration, however,
Hamas lost a vital component of its leadership, creating a void filled by
more militant cadres. Yasser Arafat has paid little attention to Yassin's
imprisonment, “insisting that [Yassin] be released very saon.”18 Arafat
must make such statements to placate the Palestinian people, as they feel
he has abandoned the political prisoners held by Israel. Other than
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rhetoric, however, he has made no substantiy
on releasing such captives.
- ] . "y .
- t}‘:: lftltlféa;d-llnie}rs in the political wing taking over the reigms, achvists
ave been emboldened o step up their activiti conf
; : ! activities confident
that they will not alienate the hierarchy. The result: more violent cam-

paigns extending to both civilian and military targets, like those carried

P L
g c:e:hgnlaer iir;.nd]:rzlle order of the day to such leaders. Yassin, Marzug
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‘ y Israeli and Yasser Arafat's security
f:);{;g&;rﬁs a retstu]t, Yassin has stated that as long as the Palestiniai
¥ continues its policy of appeasement vis-a-vi
‘ _ vis-F-v :
Islamists will not participate in elections{.]l'; vis forael. the
dowf;rae_ll-e:nd Arafat's twcv-pmlnged approach—iail moederates and hunt
o mititants—are an explqswe combination. Moderates are not only
1Tlm-‘-:;gdgjmum:l, but alsl.n re-thinking their positions. Radicals are taking
o esperate, and vm]ent,. measures. If moderate leaders in the [slamic
mov ement, no matter how bitter a pill their ideals are to swallow
able to take contral of their moverent’s rei 4
more militant, charioteers will take over.
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